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Thinking strategically about S ommESources
coastal planning

CURRENT PLANNING EFFORT GOAL FOR PLANNING EFFORT

Strategy

Typical planning
system

Development
Assessment

(Source: Planning Institute of Australia)
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What have we learned from e
SEPP 71?

* Individual decisions are being
made at the development scale

=  NSW runs the risk of:

- cumulative development impacts

- missed opportunities to maximise
landscape functionality.

Solution: a more co-ordinated,

strategic approach to coastal
development

Image sourced from Sydney Morning
Herald, 2007
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Changing our approach to ot e e
coastal planning

—

Bringing stakeholders together :
* to develop shared goals

* to co-ordinate policies and actions _q!n

ety
-’ by
' (RN

Looking at the whole
system:
* linked social and
ecological factors
* breaking down “silos’
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Challenges in Northern Rivers

[ Publicly managed land .{!
Privately managed land with intact or derived native veg Hf
Privately managed land with native/non-native mosaic or !

other vegetation Queensland
TWEERHEA

L=l

Population: 500,000 (approx)
2009 Population density

Low

Estuarine condition
@ Good and Very Good
@ Fair to Very Poor

November 14, 2011
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NRM and planning strategies:

= NSW Government
- Far North Coast Regional Strategy
- Mid North Coast Regional Strategy

- Northern Rivers Catchment Action
Plan

- 11 Water Sharing Plans
- Draft Regional Conservation Plan
- Draft NSW Biodiversity Strategy
- Upcoming - Strategic Regional
Land Use Plans
= Australian Government and NSW
Government

- Northern Rivers Regional
Biodiversity Management Plans

= NSW Local Government
- Community Strategic Plans
- 22 Estuary Management Plans



How can catchment action plans help?
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Upgrading catchment action plans

Criterion 1.

Process Structured, collaborative and
adaptable planning process

v

Criterion 2. Criterion 3.

Final Plan Best available information to
develop targets and actions for
building resilient landscapes

Plan for collaborative action and
investment
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Managing landscapes as systems

Local/ Sub- State/
farm Catchment Catchment national
scale scale scale scale

Cultural knowledge

Social/
Landholder/ group

NRM capacity

community

Community adaptive capacity

AN

~— > Industry viability

‘\

Riverine/ wetland condition, water quality and movement

Farm viability

|

Soil condition, soil function and groundcover

Biophysical/

ecological

Vegetation condition, cover and connectivity

Sustainable populations of
native flora and fauna

(Source: Central West Upgraded
Catchment Action Plan)

Shocks

Policy

Climate
variability/
change

Governance

Market
forces

Landuse
planning

Invasive
species/
disease
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Using resilience to focus on what ~—Garfafnrees
is really important

Underpinning
SOCi0-economic
processes

Cycling and
storing matter
and nutrients
Key controlling
variable:
Groundcover

Providing
physical
support

Storing and
filtering
water

Resisting
erosion Key threshold:
Maintain or improve
groundcover at or above

70 per cent
Simplified land management strategy:

one catchment target focusing on increasing
groundcover
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II. Transitional state
Varigated vegetation 30 -
70% cover

Characteristics:

Shape, size and proximity
can still support native
species

Balance of conservation
and production
management

\ invasive species, ,
climate change »
N L
N~ o =

- -y ~
¥ <
/Increase patch

Priority
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transition diagrams

Example - State and transition model

for native vegetation system

(Source: Central West Upgraded Catchment Action Plan)
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1Il. Transitional state

Fragmented vegetation
10 - 30% cover

Characteristics:

Patches small and
scattered

Proximity of patches sparse

Minimal support for native
species

Production management >
conservation management
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Image sourced from
Southern Rivers CMA

Challenge:

“What does a coasta

ook like?




Coastdl issues are
toobig foif CMAs.to
”’ . tackle alone...
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Coordinating actions S ommEadarces
and investments

‘e—3 nautical
miles

)
TerraMeirics /

4T DigitalGlobe GL.LU_GOOSIQ 2

Streaming (I 100% Eye all 36.51 km
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Our vision for T commission
catchment action plans

=

Multi-scale adaptive management

4

November 14, 2011

National and state - -
priorities for NRM Legislation Policies
Community values :
and priorities Soletce
*» Regional Strategies
» Regional Conservation Plans
Mechanism of aligning « Water Sharing Plaris

plans and values

Catchment Action Plans B R Y
Strategic Plans

* Local Environment Plans
# Links to other CAPs
* Links to other NRM Plans

Guides investment
at catchment scale

Agency Results and

CMA Investment Programs Sariices Plans

Third party investment

On ground delivery

Coastal Catchment Management: the future of Catchment Action Plans in NSW 15



Alignment opportunities

State Government

e Research
DPI .« pest and Disease

DTIRIS * Training Services
» Extension
» Catchment Action NSW
~%$1 billion NOW ° Adaptive Environmental Water

Use Planning
» Water Sharing Plans
* Water Management

across NSW

» Environmental Trust
« Climate Action Grants
OEH * NSW Riverbank/Rivers
Environmental Restoration
D PC Program

* NSW Wetland Recovery
Program

» Urban Coastal Water
Strategy

* Revitalising Sydney’s
National Parks

natural
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Australian Government

 Business Plan Landcare funding
DSEWPaC ° Community Action Grants
* Open Grants
Caring for our e« Threatened Species Grants

~$3 billion

Country » Community Coastcare . .
» National Reserve System Australia wide
* Working on Country
Water | \L/\il\ﬁ;erl\sﬂrr?;t Landcare
for the 9 ay . programs
Fut « Strengthening Basins Program
Uture ", Green Precincts Research
 Raising Water Standards « CSIRO
* Water Security Plan _ « University Research
* Rivers Environmental Restoration Funding
Effectively Program _
aligned by DAFF - Cl!mate Change Re_search
CAPS - Climate Change Adjustment
Australia’s « Community Networks
Farming  « Capacity building
Future « Farm Ready

Local Government

Investment in natural resource management and environmental protection

~$130 million » Management of community lands and open space

across NSW * Vegetation management
» Pest and weed control ~$1.7 billion
« Biodiversity and landscape management ’
« Protection of soil and groundwater resources across NSW

* Flood mitigation and floodplain management
« Estuary and coastal management

* Pollution control

* Land use planning and development controls
* Cultural heritage

» Stormwater and wastewater management
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Alignment in action - Commission
water planning and catchment planning in
Hunter-Central Rivers region

= Co-operation between water and
catchment planners

Alignmant of walsr

= Strong “alignment’ possible ' planning and catchment

planning

Mk lamaisad

= Plans based on common values,
information and risk
assessments

= Solving state issues at local scale

22 August 2011 Coastal Catchment Management: the future of Catchment Action Plans in NSW 17



natural

Identifying common goals T eommion €8
o te'r Catchment
allocation

il plans

Figure 1: Overlap between water allocation plans and catchment plans
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22 August 2011

Figure 18: Linked WSP and CAP program logic
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NSW Office
of Water

Water

Sharing
Plan
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