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A complex landscape
 lmeans complex

challenges…

Image sourced from the Australian 
G h  Offi  C i ht 

• Population growth
L d  hGreenhouse Office, Copyright 

Commonwealth of Australia 2004 • Land-use change
• Climate change and 

variabilityvariability
• Sea level rise
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Thinking strategically about
coastal planningcoastal planning
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(Source: Planning Institute of Australia)



What have we learned from
SEPP 71?SEPP 71?

Individual decisions are being 
made at the development scale

NSW runs the risk of:NSW runs the risk of:
- cumulative development impacts
- missed opportunities to maximise pp

landscape functionality.

S l i    di d  Solution: a more co-ordinated, 
strategic approach to coastal 

developmentdevelopment
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Image sourced from Sydney Morning 
Herald, 2007



Changing our approach to
coastal planningcoastal planning Bringing stakeholders together :

• to develop shared goals
• to co-ordinate policies and actions

Looking at the whole 
system:

• linked social and 
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linked social and 
ecological factors

• breaking down ‘silos’



Challenges in Northern Rivers
NRM d l i  t t iNRM and planning strategies:

NSW Government
- Far North Coast Regional Strategy
- Mid North Coast Regional Strategy
- Northern Rivers Catchment Action 

Plan
11 W  Sh i  Pl- 11 Water Sharing Plans

- Draft Regional Conservation Plan
- Draft NSW Biodiversity Strategy

U i  St t i  R i l - Upcoming - Strategic Regional 
Land Use Plans

Australian Government and NSW 
GovernmentGovernment
- Northern Rivers Regional 

Biodiversity Management Plans
NSW Local GovernmentNSW Local Government
- Community Strategic Plans
- 22 Estuary Management Plans
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How can catchment action plans help?p p

Considering current and desired landscape g
trajectories

Understanding landscape systems and function

Identifying shared goals and priorities

Co-ordinating investment and actions



Upgrading catchment action planspg g p
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Managing landscapes as systems

(Source: Central West Upgraded 
Catchment Action Plan)



Using resilience to focus on what
is really importantis really important

Cycling and 
storing matter 

Underpinning 
socio-economic 

and nutrientsprocesses

Healthy 
il

Key controlling 
variable:

Groundcover
Providing 
physical 
support

Storing and 
filtering 

water

soils Groundcover

water
Resisting 
erosion Key threshold:

Maintain or improve 
d  t  b  

Simplified land management strategy:
one catchment target focusing on increasing 

groundcover at or above 
70 per cent

groundcover
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Desired state Drivers and threats

Priority 
actions

Using state and 
transition diagrams
Example – State and transition model 
ffor native vegetation system 

(Source: Central West Upgraded Catchment Action Plan)

Undesirable 
state



Image sourced from 
Southern Rivers CMA

Challenge:Challenge:
What does a coastal What does a coastal 
system look like?system look like?



Coastal issues areCoastal issues are
too big for CMAs to

kl ltackle alone…

November 14, 2011 13TYPE IN PRESENTATION NAME



Coordinating actions
and investmentsand investments

R i l S  & 
3 nautical 
milesCatchment Regional Strategy & 

RCPs
Catchment 
Action Plan
(CMA 
responsibility)

Local Environmental 
Plan

p y)
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Our vision for
catchment action planscatchment action plans

November 14, 2011 15Coastal Catchment Management: the future of Catchment Action Plans in NSW



Alignment opportunities

DSEWPaC
Caring for our 
Country

Australian GovernmentState Government
• Business Plan Landcare funding
• Community Action Grants
• Open Grants
• Threatened Species Grants
• Community Coastcare

DTIRIS
• Research
• Pest and Disease
• Training Services
• Extension ~$3 billion 

DPI

Country • Community Coastcare
• National Reserve System
• Working on Country

Water 
for the 
Future

• Water Smart
• Living Murray
• Strengthening Basins Program
• Green Precincts
• Raising Water Standards

NOW

• Catchment Action NSW

• Environmental Trust

• Adaptive Environmental Water 
Use Planning

• Water Sharing Plans
• Water Management

Research

Landcare
programs

• CSIRO

Australia wide
~$1 billion 

across NSW

DAFF • Climate Change Research
• Climate Change Adjustment
• Community Networks
• Capacity building
• Farm Ready

Australia’s 
Farming 
Future

g
• Water Security Plan
• Rivers Environmental Restoration 

Program

OEH
Environmental Trust

• Climate Action Grants
• NSW Riverbank/Rivers 

Environmental Restoration 
Program

• NSW Wetland Recovery 
Program

• Urban Coastal Water 
Strategy

• CSIRO
• University Research 

Funding
Effectively 
aligned by 

CAPS

DPC

Local Government

• Farm ReadyFutureStrategy
• Revitalising Sydney’s 

National Parks

Investment in natural resource management and environmental protection

• Management of community lands and open space
• Vegetation management
• Pest and weed control
• Biodiversity and landscape management
• Protection of soil and groundwater resources
• Flood mitigation and floodplain management
• Estuary and coastal management

Investment in natural resource management and environmental protection

~$1.7 billion 
across NSW

~$130 million 
across NSW
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• Pollution control
• Land use planning and development controls
• Cultural heritage
• Stormwater and wastewater management



Alignment in action –
water planning and catchment planning  in water planning and catchment planning  in 
Hunter-Central Rivers region

Co-operation between water and 
h  lcatchment planners

Strong ‘alignment’ possible 

Plans based on common values, 
information  and risk 
assessments

Solving state issues at local scaleSo g state ssues at oca  sca e
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Identifying common goals
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State Targets

CMA
NSW Office 

of Water
-

Catchment 
Action Plan

Common 

-
Water 

Sharing 
Plan

River 
System
Asset
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The decisions we all make today will open or 
close the opportunities that may be available to 

us in the future…

G t i l d i  di   Get involved in upgrading your 
coastal catchment action plan to help 

determine your region’s future.
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